
30 boulevardmagazines.com |  WINTER 2018

HOTPROPERTIES

Beachside living at its finest in Saltair
BY SEAN MCINTYRE  |  PHOTOS BY DIRK HEYDEMANN

FOLLOW THE

 SEA



31boulevardmagazines.com |  WINTER 2018

“Everything is dealt with on a micro-level, but it’s only really at the 
very end, when you open the door for the first time, that you say: 
‘Wow, this is amazing. So much more than we thought it would be.’”
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Quick Facts: 
Square footage: 3,924
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3 total (2 bathrooms and 1 en suite)
Fireplaces/heat sources: 1 woodstove 
downstairs, 1 gas fireplace upstairs
Lot size: 13,415 square feet
Length of  waterfront exposure: 760 feet250 746 0001 
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S
TEP inside “Saltair Seaside” and behold the view over the 
Salish Sea towards the Lower Mainland’s north shore 
mountains. It’s easy to imagine oneself nestled in a remote 
pocket of coastal British Columbia. Fir trees are shrouded 
in a gentle mist, while eagles, seals and otters patrol the 
shoreline and a comforting silence hangs in the air.

This wilderness scene from the three-bedroom, three-
bath Chemainus Road property in Saltair betrays the convenience of its 
surroundings. From the front door, the bustling Island Highway is fewer 

“We wanted to hear the waves 
lap on the shore and see the 
mountains in the distance.”
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than 200 metres away, and it takes only a few minutes by 
car to reach the town of Ladysmith and its vibrant Main 
Street shops and services.

“We joke that we’re closer to an airport here than when 
we lived in Victoria,” says one of the home’s new owners 
(who asked to remain unnamed).

Located along the old Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway 
line, midway between Duncan and Nanaimo, the 
community of Saltair has a long pioneer history and 
tradition of attracting holidaymakers lured by the calm and 
relatively warm waters off its welcoming shoreline.

And that’s precisely what attracted the new owners of 
Saltair Seaside, who are two of the community’s newest 
residents.

There isn’t a wealth of undeveloped waterfront land left 
on the southeastern side of Vancouver Island, and the 
few lots that remain can easily swallow large parts of a 
prospective homeowner’s budget. So when the semi-retired 
couple spotted this waterfront lot while driving along 
Vancouver Island’s less- travelled roads, they immediately 
took notice. It was a smaller lot and required a dose of TLC, 
but the price was right, and the timing couldn’t have been 
better.

Fast-forward four years, and the couple has celebrated 
their first full year in their new home. Built by Vancouver 
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Island-based Pheasant Hill Homes, the house was constructed 
with a careful eye to maximizing the available building 
area, while keeping the home discreetly aligned with its 
surrounding landscape.

The house’s footprint occupies the width of the property’s 
buildable area, but its orientation is offset in such a way that 
neighbours on both sides of the lot are out of sight. The two-
level home is built into the side of a slope, which permits easy 
access to both levels from the outside. 

The merits of this design become obvious during a tour of 
the house, where views overlooking the sea continually 
change from room to room.

In a cosy reading nook carved into the window frame of 
the master bedroom, the vista extends northwest towards 
Transfer Beach and Ladysmith Harbour. The sunlight, clouds 
and ocean present an ever-changing scene viewed from the 
couple’s shared office space. In the main living room and 
kitchen area, a sweeping panorama extends past Thetis Island 
to the Coast Range Mountains, ruled by the iconic Mount 
Garibaldi.

Whereas most people aim to build their dream house, the 
couple says this project began with a dream property.

“We wanted to hear the waves lap on the shore and see the 
mountains in the distance,” they say.

Working with Pheasant Hill, they add, allowed them to 
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develop the lot’s potential for what they’ve come to feel is a 
home that surpassed expectations.

“You come into the house at various stages; the walls go 
up, the Gyproc is in place, but you don’t really know what 
you’re getting until it’s painted and the floors go down. So 
even up until about six weeks before we moved in, we were 
still wondering what it was going to be like to live here,” 
the couple explains. 

“When things get worked on in isolated pieces, we’re 
dealing with light fixtures or mock ups, working on the 
fireplace or the windows and counters. Everything is dealt 
with on a micro-level, but it’s only really at the very end 
when you open the door for the first time that you say: 
‘Wow, this is amazing. So much more than we thought it 
would be.’”

Inclusion of triple-glazed windows and environmentally 
friendly ICF insulation is a big reason for the overwhelming 
sense of calm and quiet that permeates the house. A 
contrast of metallic surfaces and wooden features exudes 
a sense of modern simplicity highlighted with West Coast 
warmth. The result is a sense of continuity between the 
home’s stunning natural surroundings and its attractive 
interior.

“We had visited other Pheasant Hill homes and we liked 
their style. We liked their attitude to homes in the way 
that the inside and the outside relate to one another,” the 
homeowners say.

They were equally impressed with the building process. 
It all began with the couple setting out some basic 
requirements: they enjoyed entertaining and had an 
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extensive collection of books. After the builder got to know 
the couple and the site in more detail, he presented the 
clients with an 80-page package that outlined every element 
of the house, down to the very last nail.

After receiving their guides, Pheasant Hill clients are 
encouraged to take a further look at the design and features 
in case they choose to make changes that suit budgets 
and preferences. In this way, any changes can be easily 
incorporated into the final plan prior to breaking ground.

“Because of what we learned in doing this, we could 
easily do it again, and we’d do it again with Pheasant Hill,” 
they say. “But having said that, after building this house, we 
don’t need to do it again. We’re living in this house, we’re 
not interested in flipping it. We are making it a home.” 

Suppliers list:
Cornerstone Tile Ltd
Glenn Houle Masonry
Graf Excavating Co Ltd.
Hein Mechanical Services
K&S Aluminum Ltd.
Lantzville Painting
Osprey Electric Ltd
Saturna Studios
United Floors
Yellow Point Drywall
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